Getting to Know Your Elected Leaders — Part 3

By Alan Smith

This is the third in a series of articles about getting to know your elected
leaders. In the last article we discussed ways in which to identify potential
candidates who are “library friendly”.

Now, let’s focus on helping your candidate to win! The assistance you
provide may pay “dividends” for years to come. The ways in which you might
help are almost unlimited and depend upon your personal time, resources and
abilities. These activities can include:

e Work in the campaign office answering telephones or assisting with other
clerical functions.

e Lend or otherwise help procure the myriad of eq1uipment any well run
campaign office requires. Do you have a spare fax and copy machine?

e Walk precincts to leave campaign literature for likely voters (maps and
addresses are usually provided). Be prepared with a few key talking points
that explain your reasons for supporting the candidate for those who are at
home. Keep your remarks on the “high road” and positive. You may be
instructed to skip residences where there is evidence of support for the
opposition; .e.g., lawn signs. Caution—wear comfortable shoes. Further,
persistent precinct perambulations have been known to cause weight loss
as attested to by one successful candidate who counts on losing 25
pounds per election.

e Put up a lawn sign (assuming home owner association rules allow) or put
a sign in a front window of your home, etc.

e Wear the candidate’s button.

e Hand out campaign brochures in public locations such as shopping
centers, bus stops, etc., subject to local restrictions.

e Assist with phone banks by calling voters.
e Drive voters to the polls.

e Inve$t in the campaign, subject to local spending limits. One nearby city
has a per person/candidate limitation of $139.



Now that your candidate is elected, how will this pay “dividends”? Well, all
candidates I've supported now know who | am and all have thanked me in
person, by letter, etc. Invitations often follow to various functions: open houses,
seasonal events, breakfast meetings, with well-known speakers, etc. Attending
may allow you to meet other leaders. What an opportunity to talk about the
importance of libraries.

And, best of all, you have a leader in office who shares your love for
libraries. Also, because you supported their election, they may well help you
when there is a library measure to support. Need an endorsement? Campaign
contribution? It is much easier to request these from a leader you have supported.

Lastly, for this article, support need not be limited just to those who directly
represent you. Today’s city council member from a nearby city may tomorrow be
your Board of Supervisor representative, Assembly member or State Senator.

See you sooner than you think on the campaign trail.



Filename: CALTACTICS-Alan_Smith-03-
Getting to know your elected leaders.doc

Directory: C:\Documents and Settings\jeff.b.trunnelle\Desktop

Template: C:\Documents and Settings\jeff.b.trunnelle\Application
Data\Microsoft\Templates\Normal.dot

Title: FOR OCT-DEC CALTACTICS

Subject:

Author: Ernest Cheonis

Keywords:

Comments:

Creation Date: 8/21/2006 9:31 PM

Change Number: 2

Last Saved On: 8/21/2006 9:31 PM

Last Saved By: Wells Fargo User

Total Editing Time: 2 Minutes

Last Printed On: 8/21/2006 9:49 PM

As of Last Complete Printing
Number of Pages: 2
Number of Words: 408 (approx.)
Number of Characters: 2,329 (approx.)




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


